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Paul Zolob
 REALTOR®

Coast Capital Realty
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

My commitment to you is simple...quality customer service.

GREAT FAMILY HOME
Located on a half acre lot, this 3 bdrm 2 bath home 
is in move in condition. Built in ’94 this home with 
addition has a spacious open-concept living area 
full of natural light. Large south facing deck and 
detached garage offer exceptional value. This is a 
must see. $299,000

KINGFISHER COVE
Bright and spacious 1455 sq. ft. townhome 
boasting many desirable features including one 
fl oor living, updated kitchen, in-fl oor heat in both 
baths, 2 decks, double garage and lots of storage. 
A short stroll to Ganges village with access to all 
amenities.       $485,000

SALT SPRING 
LOG HOME
New engi-
neered sep-
tic system on 
this private .5 
acre proper-

ty. This 1675 sq. ft. log home has had numerous up-
grades. New roof in 2006. A short walk to Walker’s 
Hook Beach.         $299,000

SOUTH FACING 
WATERFRONT
Prime .5 acre building 
lot in Reginald Hill with 
approx. 92 metres of 
low-bank frontage. Lot 
directly neighbours 
quiet China beach and 

has easy access to local trails.      $575,000 

ISABELLA POINT
Over 5 acres of untouched south end land offering 
a choice of building sites. Ocean views can be had 
with clearing of some trees that are located on this 
property. The well is already in place – just bring 
your building plans.    $349,000

www.paulzolob.com
Serving Salt Spring Island

& the Southern Gulf Islands

250.526.2626

HORSE RACING

Race world honours Salt Spring jockey Joan Phipps

YOUTH TENNIS 

Tennis thrives at rookie event

Local resident off ers 
inspiration

BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

Joan Phipps knew horse racing 
was her thing as soon as she’d 
saddled up a thoroughbred in 
the early 1970s.

“It was like love at fi rst sight,” 
Phipps told reporters in the 
lead-up to an Aug. 15 ceremo-
ny to mark Phipps’ remarkable 
achievement at Marquis Downs 
in Saskatoon. “I knew then that 
it was something I wanted to do.”

The former resident of Sas-
katchewan may have relocated 
to Salt Spring but the connection 
to the horse racing community 
in her home province remains 
strong. Phipps began riding 
when she was barely eight years 
old. 

Although her family didn’t own 
any horses, Phipps took on jobs 
around the Exhibition Grounds in 
Saskatoon and rode whenever she 
could. By the time she reached 

Grade 10, Phipps joined the rodeo 
circuit. It wasn’t long after a close 
friend offered her a chance to ride 
a thoroughbred that Phipps clear-
ly saw the natural next step in her 
progression. She learned to gal-
lop and was soon eyeing a spot in 
the gates alongside professional 
horse jockeys. 

But life on the track was noth-
ing like what it’s become today. 
All  of those jockeys Phipps 
wanted to compete against were 
men, and Phipps recounts strong 
resentment from male riders 
from the outset.  

Phipps said male jockeys 
refused to speak to her, relegat-
ing her to a lonely rise in the 
ranks. She was forced to travel to 
New Zealand to compete in her 
first official race in 1972.

The aspir ing jockey rose 
quickly but faced numerous 
injuries in the rough world of 
horse racing. Following years 
of overcoming discrimination’s 
emotional toll, it was a series 
of physical injuries that led to 
Phipps’ retirement from the 

horse racing world in 1982.
To this day, Phipps swears that 

a good jockey is defined by a rid-
er’s ability to tune in and gauge 
a horse’s feelings and nothing to 
do with gender.

The Aug. 15 celebration in 
Saskatoon marks the accom-
plishment of  an incredible 
Canadian sporting pioneer and 
offers thanks to the woman who 
set the scene for generations of 
young female horse riders to fol-
low.

Work is underway on a book 
that recounts Phipps’ often 
rocky journey from being a 
youngster in the stalls to work-
ing as a pro jockey.  

“Joan Phipps blazed a trail for 
women jockeys the world over 
through her tenacity, spunk, 
drive and pure talent,” reads an 
entry on the Joan Phipps Story 
Facebook site. “Her compassion 
for animals and the underdogs 
of the world have made her, 
both in and out of the thorough-
bred racing industry, a Canadian 
hero.”

Tourney 
draws 26 
players 

Twenty-six tal-
ented junior tennis 
players participated 
in the 8th annual 
Rogers Rookie Junior 
Tennis Event at Port-
lock Park on Satur-
day. 

Nine volunteers 
and more than 80 
family members 
watched the action 
in fi ve events. 

T o u r n a m e n t 

director and ten-
nis coach Mari-
anne Banman was 
pleased with the 
high quality level of 
play. 

“Each year, since 
the first Salt Spring 
Island Rookie Event 
back in 2007, the 
participation num-
bers increase and 
player skill level 
improves exponen-
tially. This is a direct 
result of the progres-
sive tennis teaching 
technique used by 
Salt Spring Island 
tennis coaches, the 

year-long availabil-
ity of junior tennis 
camps, lessons and 
clinics, and the tre-
mendous commu-
nity support.” 

Banman says she 
believes that parents 
see the direct ben-
efi ts that tennis has 
on their child’s over-
all development. 

“Tennis is not just 
about the fitness, 
skill and game strat-
egy and play. While 
that is important, the 
process also devel-
ops self-confi dence, 
encourages strong 

vocal skills, instills 
honesty and integ-
rity, and provides 
the opportunity for 
social interaction.”  

B a n m a n  c o n -
gratulated all tour-
nament part ici-
pants and U8, U10, 
U12,  U14 event 
winners :  Ronan 
Wardroper  (Salt 
Spring), Sam Bar-
rett (Salt Spring), 
Rebia Bartrim (Salt 
Spring), Eve Parry 
(Salt Spring/Van-
couver) and Valeria 
Hi n i g o s a - Ga rc i a 
(Victoria).

SWIMMING

Stingrays strong at provincials
Sisaye Patterson 
wins bronze medal
BY SEAN MCINTYRE
D R I F T W O O D  S T A F F

The Salt Spring Stingrays 
netted some impressive 
results in a pool of the prov-
ince’s best young swimmers 
last week at Commonwealth 
Place in Saanich.

Sisaye Patterson brought 
home a bronze medal for his 
part in the Division 1 boys 

200-metre medley regional 
relay. Patterson and his Salt 
Spring teammates Wyatt 
McMaster, Michael Paterson 
and Keegan Otsubo-Papp 
finished eighth in the Divi-
sion 1 200-m medley relay.

Shane Webster nabbed 
a fourth-place finish in the 
girls Division 6 200 medley 
regional relay and finished 
10th in the 100-m backstroke.

Mac Flett placed fourth in 
the Division 4 200-m regional 
relay and fi nished seventh in 

the 100-m breaststroke.
Andrew Sinclair, Brandon 

Bronson, Nigel Bisnar and 
Aaryn Funk teamed up to 
claim sixth place in the Divi-
sion 8 200-m medley relay. 
Branson also fi nished sixth in 
the 100-m backstroke 

The 2015 BCSSA provin-
cials featured a week of swim-
ming, water polo, diving and 
synchronized swimming 
events. Fifteen Stingrays rep-
resented Salt Spring at the 
competition.

Joan Phipps, third from left, at a ceremony at Marquis Downs in Saskatoon 
on Aug. 15. The Salt Spring resident was honoured for her contributions to 
the sport of horse racing for women in Canada and around the world. 


